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Module Two Personal Note:
Why WordPress?

We highly recommend using WordPress as the website platform of choice, when setting up a website for an online business. The directions in this month’s video will show you a direct path to setting up your first WordPress website. 

Using our methods, with practice, you will be able to set-up an entire website in less than five minutes. I believe the record for anyone on our team is less than two, so please let us know if you beat the two-minute benchmark! 

The directions in the video are complete and straightforward. If you follow all of them step-by-step, using Fantastico De Luxe, in the cPanel of your web host, you will undoubtedly find its a snap! 

If you already have web hosting, but it does not include a cPanel with Fantastico De Luxe, hopefully it will in the future. If you must, you can still set up a WordPress website manually, using an FTP client like FileZilla. We don’t recommend this path, because even for an expert it may take several hours to complete the installation, depending on your upload and download speeds. 

It is also by far, a more complicated process, that is why we recommend that you choose a hosting service that provides both cPanel and Fantasicos De Luxe. 

It’s becoming the standard today for hosting services to provide these tools, and hosting services that do not provide this level of service probably will not be in business very long. Therefore, we strongly recommend that you consider making the switch even if it costs a couple of dollars more per month to upgrade. 

You can read the complete directions for uploading a WordPress site manually at http://codex.wordpress.org/Installing_WordPress
you can also download “FileZilla”, the FTP client that you will need, free at http://file-zilla.com/
Notice again here, that we are making a big distinction between setting up a WordPress site on your own web host, rather than getting a free site hosted on WordPress.com. 

WordPress.com hosted sites are like those other free sites, that we mentioned in our videos. 

WordPress.com offers you space to host your WordPress websites for free, but your web address would need to contain the hosting sites address, in the URL like this: http://yoursite.wordpress.com. 

A website hosted on WordPress.com also cannot be used for commercial purposes, therefore hosting your WordPress site with your own host, and using your own domain is the only and best option to take advantage of the power of WordPress. 

“Honestly, you may wonder, why do we go on-and-on about how great WordPress is…” 

If you have ever looked around the web for hosting, I am sure you have seen sales pitches for “Site Builders” offered by the hosting sites that look every bit as simple to set-up as WordPress. However, none of them will compare to WordPress, in features or flexibility, as you will soon see. 

For starters, if you look into the fine print for most of the host provided “Website Builders” you’ll most likely find that you cannot take your site with you if you leave the hosting service, to go to another. This is not so, with a WordPress website! 

WordPress is an open source CMS or web (Content Management System) so you have the rights to move your WordPress site with you to virtually any other hosting site on the web. 

WordPress also allows you to back up all your files, so if for any reason, you decide to part company with the service hosting your site presently, not only can you take the framework of the WordPress site with you, but you can also take all of the content you have added to the site along with you as well. 

In contrast, if you had created a site using the proprietary software provided by your webhost, you would lose all of the work that you had done to the site before the move.

This is just one of the reasons that make WordPress, the most popular CMS available online. 

Another reason it is so popular, is due to the fact that its source codes are available to developers. 

Much like iPhone apps, developers can design additional features for the WordPress platform to give it more features than it came with originally. These add-ons are called plugins and we briefly mentioned them in the video series. 

The best part about WordPress plugins is that like WordPress themes, thousands of them are available and free to use. 

At http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/  you can see a list of almost 14,000 individual plugins to choose from! 

We’ll recommend some of our top plugin picks along the way, ones that we believe will be important to building your business. Most of the time they will include plugins whose features will help you collect money, increase your exposure or track visitors. After all, business is what our lessons will be concentrated on, but as you can see, on the plugin page, there is a plugin for just about everything you can imagine, or ever want to do, with a website! 

Once you get your site up, you’ll be able to search all of these plugins right from your administration panel, download them to your site, and activate them to see if you want to keep them, and if they work into your own particular business model. 

However, you’ll need to be careful and use the “search” to look-up only plugins for the features you want, because if you just surf around in the plugin section, you literally could spend months downloading and playing with features on your website without ever getting back to your core business plan.

If you want to host video, there is a plugin for that. 

If you want to host audio, there is a plugin for that. 

If you want to synchronize your site with Facebook, there is a plugin for that, too.  

Even if you want to add flash arcade games or net meetings to your website, you’ll find a plugin for them there, as well! 

At the risk of sounding like an Italian spaghetti sauce chef, if you ask me if there is a plugin for a feature you want added to your WordPress site, I’d need to answer… “It’s a in there!”   

There are actually more plugins available than what are on the list at http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/ because some developers provide plugins that are only available from their own websites. 

WordPress is such a popular CMS that it behooves many developers to offer free or low cost plugins, as teasers to attract more business for their programming services, and to show off their prowess and expertise as coders. 

Therefore, no matter what you want to do on the web, you’ll find WordPress is the best solution on the Internet, and that is why we so highly recommend it!
