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Module Two Personal Note:
Life as an “insider”
This month, I would like to highly recommend that you watch all of the videos first to get the best sense, of the direction you want to take before moving forward. 

Hiring someone to build your site may seem like an attractive option at first for the novice, but after watching all of the videos this month I think you will change your mind. It’s really a lot easier that it seems.

Explore all of the options offered in this month’s video series, as there are many ways to accomplish what you want done. If you do not watch all of the videos you will deprive yourself of some serious up front savings, and you might miss out on some of the fun you’d receive doing things in a little more hands on fashion. 

As you watch the videos, you see that much of the technical “know how” has been taken out of the equation, and that it’s more like painting by number, when it comes to putting websites online. 

Over the past few years, great strides have been made in automating the creation of web sites. If you have the right c-panel (with Fantastico De Luxe) you really can click to load an entire Wordpress site, in mere minutes.  The latest version of WordPress now also allows you to search, upload and activate new templates and plugins right from your WordPress administrative panel. 

You’ll also discover raw templates online that are not at all as boring or two dimensional as the ones you may have seen in the past.

You can get some ready-made websites that look and function like a million bucks often for free or just a few dollars. All you’ll need to do is fill them with your own content using Kompozer or one of the other WYSIWYG’s we have mentioned! 

Once you finish this first month’s worth of videos and do the homework, you’ll be able to be your own webmaster, to a certain extent. You may want to hire a webmaster to do some of the more complicated tweaks or fussy stuff later on, but you will now possess the power to put up websites all on your own. 

This skill alone could be turned into a profitable business, as those who haven’t been granted access to courses like the one you are taking now will still have no idea where to begin. 

Perhaps, you’ll have fun just putting up your first website after this months course, and enjoy inviting your friends to view it online. 

Even if the first site that you put online is not the site you ultimately press into service, as the foundation of your first business, it may still be fun to make a website for practice. All you need to do is follow the steps, we provide for setting up sites like the WordPress example, (which we have recommended).

To most people, putting up a website still looks like a magic trick so creating your first website regardless of its purpose, is an accomplishment to be proud of. 

As you go around the web, you will start to notice some of the techniques that we have pointed out in this month’s segment. This will make your experience on the web more interesting as you begin to see the world wide web as an insider. 

As in the section about creating a shopping cart, we mentioned that many shopping carts support coupons. Now, you too will begin to notice that some of the sites you visit, and may want to make purchases through (like when purchasing hosting and domains), these sites too may use shopping carts that also support coupon codes.

If so, make a quick search around the web to find one. By entering the name of the site that you’re are thinking of making a purchase through, plus the words “coupon code” or “promo code” into Google, you may very well come across a coupon or promo code that will give you up to fifty percent off the regular price!  

This will make the cost of your initial website far less than a meal from one of those Fast-food drive-through places, and probably much less than the cost of the gas you use, while you’re idling at the window. 

As a website owner, you will be able to publish whatever you want online! Not only does this give you power, but it makes you a “published author” and an “online publisher”! This will make you a whole lot more interesting at the next cocktail party you attend. 

(Just tell people you’re a publisher or an author and see what happens!)

Imagine passing out your business cards with your website emblazoned on the front. 

As a business owner, you will get extra perks too, like invitations to dinners and seminars with free products by people and companies that hope you’ll mention their wares and services on your web site. 

By working with your tax accountant, you will find many new ways, to get tax deductions on items and services you may already use. These may range from computers and software, to business trips and office supplies. 

While you will learn, more than enough by following the FSB video series, there is no reason that you can’t attend some of the marketing seminars that are advertised online. 

Marketing seminars have a tendency of taking place in some of the most interesting and beautiful locations around the world. Because they are classified as business trips, these education vacations also have a tax advantage. Investing in your self has never been more fun than hopping on an airplane to an exotic location for a three-day seminar! 

Owning an online business has so many advantages, it’s impossible to list them all. 

You can choose to be a full or part time business owner. The level of comment (while affecting your ability to profit) is entirely up to you. 

You can even use the methods and tactics gleaned from this system, to promote brick and mortar businesses; those you own, or those owned by others, who will pay you to help. 

People today are not looking things up in the phone book anymore. They are finding what they want right from their cell phones, online. That’s why the skills you are learning are so valuable! 

Congratulate yourself this month because you are learning skills in one of the only growing sectors of this harsh economy. 

If online sales continue to grow during the hard times as they have been, then just imagine the opportunities that will present themselves as things get better in the future. And you will be right there!
